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To  :  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Management 

Committee. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Skelmersdale  and  Holland. 

The  health  of  the  district  remained  good  throughout  the  year 
although  the  number  of  notified  infectious  diseases  was  551.  This 
figure,  however  was  due  to  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  which  accounted  for  480  notifications.  It  is 
interesting  to^  note  that  some  300'  of  these  were  in  the  3-5  age 
group,  and  would,  therefore,  not  have  had  measles  immunization, 
which  is  only  offered  toi  children  around  twelve  months  old,  and  has 
only  been  available  for  the  last  twoi  years.  It  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  as  many  babies  as  possible  are  immunised  against 
measles  so  that  they  will  be  unlikely  to  catch  the  disease  as  they 
get  older,  and  I  would  urge  as  many  parents  as  possibie  to  take 
advantage  of  the  facilities  for  immunisation  which  are  availaibie,  both 
at  Clinics  and  from  their  General  Practitioner. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  24-1  (adjusted  19-8)  per  1,000'  population, 
compared  with  26-4  in  1971  and  14-8  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Death  Rate  was  7-6  (adjusted  13-6)  per  1,000  population, 
compared  with  12*1  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  22  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year,  giving  a  rather  high  infant  mortality  of  30 
per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  the  figure  of  17  for  England 
and  Wales.  However,  20'  of  these  deaths  took  place  under  one 
week  of  age  and  were  probably  un preventable. 

The  estimated  population  increased  during  the  year  from  31,120 
to  33,030,  whilst  the  number  of  houses  increased  by  963,  of  which 
890  were  built  by  the  Development  Corporation  and  70  by  private 
deveiopment. 

The  work  of  the  department  continues  to  increase  as  the  New 
Town  grows  in  size  and  the  staff  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  is  fully 
employed  carrying  out  work  which  new  legislation  and  other 
sources  is  constantly  thrusting  on  the  department. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committee  for  their  support  and  interest  during  the  year  and  the 
members  of  the  staff  for  their  ready  help  and  co-operation  at  all 
times. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  HAILWOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1973. 
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GENERAL  STATjSTICS 


Area  of  District  .  7,537  acres 

Population-Registrar  Generars  nnid-year  estimate  1972  33,030 

Total  number  of  habitable  dwellings  . ,  . i  10,807 

Rateable  Value  . .£1,526,649 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  . . .  .  £14,000 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : 

Legitimate  . 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Rate 

383 

353 

740 

19-8 

Illegitimate  . 

23 

32 

55 

per  1,(XX)  population 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate  . 

6 

7 

13 

19 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

per  1,000  population 

Live  Birth  Rate  (Crude)  per  1,CX)0  population  —  24*1 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  —  7 


Total  Deaths  . 

Infant  Deaths  ; 

138 

114 

252 

13-6 

per  1,000  population 

Under  1  year  of  age 

10 

30 

Legitimate  . 

12 

22 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

per  1,000  live  births 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

10 

28 

Legitimate  . 

10 

20 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

per  1,000  live  births 

Under  1  week  of  age 

28 

Legitimate  . 

10 

10 

20 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

per  1,000  live  births 

Death  Rate  (Crude)  per  1,000  population  —  7  6 
Legitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  —  30 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  —  36 
Perinatal  Mortality  rate  —  46 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

There  were  795  live  births  registered  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year,  of  which  410'  were  male  and  385  were  female; 
included  in  this  figure  are  55  illegitimate  births.  The  adjusted  birth 
rate  per  1,000  population  was  19-8  compared  with  14  8  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year  was  252,  of  which  138  were  male  and  114  were 
female,  giving  an  adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population  of  13*6. 
The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  1 2*1 . 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  due  to  Zymotic  or  Epidemic 
diseases.  There  were,  however,  24  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year, 
of  which  22  died  under  one  week.  This  gave  an  infant  mortality  rate 
of  30.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  17 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


Causes  of  Death 

No.  of  deaths 
in  1971 

No.  of  deaths 
in  1972 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

2 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis  . . . . . 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc . 

— 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  . 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . . . . . 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  . 

3 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  . 

13 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

6 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  . 

1 

4 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplaisms  . 

12 

11 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  . 

1 

1 

Diabetis  Mellitus  . 

1 

1 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.  Diseases  . 

— 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis . . . . . 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  etc . 

— 

6 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease . 

2 

3 

Hypertensive  Disease  . 

1 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  . 

47 

67 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  . 

12 

16 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  . . 

24 

19 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . 

13 

7 

Influenza  . . . 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  . 

11 

15 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . 

10 

14 

Asthma  . . 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System . 

5 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

3 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  . 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . 

1 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . . . 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  . 

2 

— 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  . 

3 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  . . 

5 

5 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc . 

3 

6 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  . 

3 

11 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  . 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

4 

3 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

6 

6 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries  . 

1 

Ail  other  external  causes  . 

1 

3 

TOTAL  . 

208 

252 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Arrangements 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary,  Ormskirk  Hospital  and 
the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Preston.  These  arrangements  are 
satisfactory.  A  report  on  every  examination  is  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

The  County  Analyst  at  Preston  carries  out  analyses  of  samples 
when  requested. 

Ambulance  Arrangements 

Ambulance  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1966. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  action  was  taken  under  section  47  of  this  Act  during  the 
year  1972  by  the  Authority. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Makerfield  Water  Board  and  the  West 
Lancashire  Water  Board.  The  supply  was  satisfactory  as  regards 
quality.  During  the  year  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Food  Poisoning 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year.  In 
each  case  an  investigation  into  the  source  of  the  infection  was 
carried  out. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district,  and  no 
samples  of  liquid  egg  were  submitted  to  the  Alpha-Amylase  test. 
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HOUSf^JG  STATISTICS 

1 .  Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year 
Traditional  permanent  houses  : 


Houses 


(i)  By  Local  Authority  . 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  : 

Skelmersdale  Development  Corpn .  893 

Private  Housing  .  70 

2.  Total  number  of  dwellings  existing  in  district  at  end  of  year 
owned  by  Local  Authority:  1,548,  and  Skelmersdale  Develop¬ 
ment  Corporation:  6,390. 

3.  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

A.  (i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally 

or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . .  200 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made  for 

the  purpose  . . . . . .  448 

(iil)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  (i)  above  found  to  be 
not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habit¬ 
ation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit . . .  16 

B.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  existing  at  end  of  year 
which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit,  in  respect  of  which  : 

(i)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  been 

made  (at  any  time)  . . . . . . .  23 

(ii)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  not 

yet  been  made  . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 


4.  Houses  Demolished 

In  or  adjoining  clearance  areas  : 


Number 


Displaced  during  year 


Persons 


Families 


(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of 
bad  arrangement,  etc. 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
section  43  (2)  Housing  Act 
1957 
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Not  in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas  : 


Displaced  during  year 

Number 

Persons 

Families 

(4) 

As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  section  16  or 

17  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957 

(5) 

Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

(6) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habit¬ 
ation  where  action  has  been 
taken  under  local  Acts. 

(7) 

Unfit  houses  included  in 
unfitness  orders 

— 

_ 

— 

5. 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

(1) 

Under  Section  16  (4),  17  (1) 
and  35  (1),  Housing  Act,  1957, 
and  Section  26  Housing  Act, 

1961. 

1 

5 

1 

(2) 

Under  Section  17  (3)  and  26. 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(3) 

Parts  of  Buildings  closed  under 
Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

— 

6  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied. 


By 

Owner 

By  Local 
Authority 

(1)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

6 

— 

(2)  After  formal  notice  under : 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

2 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

(3)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

(4)  After  modification  or  revocation  of  a 

Clearance  Order  under  Section  24  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957 

(5)  After  determination  of  a  demolition  order 

under  Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

12 


7.  Unfit  houses  in  Temporary  use  (Housing  Act,  1957) 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Houses 

Separate 

Dwellings 

Position  at  end  of  year : 

(1)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation: 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

— 

_ 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

— 

— 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

— 

(2)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under 

Sections  34  or  53 

*— 

— 

8.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 


(1) 

No.  of  Houses 

(2) 

No.  of  occupants 
in  houses  in 
column  (1) 

Houses  in  clearance  areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed 

Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders 

— 

— 

9.  Housing  Act  1969. 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  or 

other 

buildings  affected 

Local 

Authority 

Owner/ 

Occupiers 

Others 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS,  ETC. 

Action  during  year : 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals 
to  Local  Authority 

86 

40' 

(b)  Approved  by  Local  Authority 

53 

24 

(c)  Submitted  by  Local  Authority 
to  Department  of  the  Environment. 

8 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

6 

— 

— 

(e)  Work  completed 

3 

34 

5 

(f)  Additional  separate  dwellings 
included  in  (e) 

— 

— 

— 

1 0.  Housing  Act  1 961 , 1 964  and  1 969  — ■  Standard  Grants 


No.  of  dwelling  houses 

or  other  buildings 

affected 

Owner/ 

Occupiers 

Others 

Action  during  year : 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 

for  improvement  to  : 

(i)  full  standard 

11 

3 

(ii)  reduced  standard 

— 

— 

(b)  Total  applications  approved  by  Local 

Authority  for  improvement  to  ; 

(i)  full  standard 

12 

2 

(ii)  reduced  standard 

— 

— 

(c)  Work  completed 

11 

5 

13 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


Seven  cases  involving  the  sale  of  unsound  food,  or  food  con¬ 
taining  foreign  bodies,  were  dealt  with  by  the  department  during 


the  year. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Butchers  . .  9 

Bakers  . .  . ,  . .  . . .  3 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  .  39 

Greengrocers  .  4 

Fishfryers  .  6 

Licensed  Flouses,  Clubs,  Canteens  .  94 

Sugar  Confectionery,  Minerals,  etc .  18 

REGISTERED  PREMISES 

For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  . .  30 

For  fish  frying  . 6 

For  sausage  manufacturing  and  preparation  of  meats .  8 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


No  meat  inspection  is  carried  out,  there  being  no  abattoir  in  the 
district. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  —  SAMPLING 

A  total  of  fifty-two  samples  were  obtained  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  comprising  thirty-four  milks  and  eighteen  others 
as  follows  : 


1  Meat  and  Potato  Pie 
1  Milk,  condensed  full-cream, 
unsweetened 

1  Sweetened  Ham,  canned 
1  Bread 

1  Cooked  Meal  (King  Prawn 
(Chow  Mein) 

1  Italian  Peeled  Plum  Tomatoes 

2  Baby  Food 


1  Short  Pastry  Mix 

1  Smoked  Kipper  Fillets 

2  Milk  Pudding  Dessert 
1  Table  Jelly  Mixture 

1  Milk  Shake  Syrup 

2  Oxo  Flavoured  Crisps 

1  Baked  Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 
1  Cake 


After  submission  for  examination  to  the  County  Analyst,  all  the 
above  samples  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  CONTROL 


The  Skelmersdafe  and  Holfaind  Urban  District  Council  (No.  8) 
Smoke  Control  Order  was  made  during  the  year  and  will  come  into 
operation  in  1973.  This  Order  covers  an  area  of  196  acres  and 
includes  a  total  of  845  premises. 

3,365  acres  of  the  district,  including  7,426  premises  will  be 
covered  by  Smoke  Control  Orders  when  the  No.  8  Order  becomes 
operative. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

In  old  Skelmersdale  It  is  necessary  to  implement  a  scheme  of 
separation  of  foul  from  surface  water  drainage  and  similar  circum¬ 
stances  are  also  prevalent  in  parts  of  Up  Holland.  Capital  schemes 
are  in  the  course  of  preparation  to  deal  with  this  problem.  A  major 
capital  works  main  drainage  scheme  Is  scheduled  for  completion 
for  the  district  of  Up  Holland  in  1973. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

This  Is  carried  out  by  the  Technical  Services  Department. 
Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  following  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  discovered  during 


the  year  1972: 

Cleanliness  . .  . .  .  ......  .  4 

Temperature  . . .  . .  .  . .  .  1 

Washing  facilities  . .  .  . .  ......  1 

Clothing  accommodation  . .  1 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  .  .  . .  6 

Notices  complied  with  during  year  .  .  3 
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THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTION 
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No.  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act : 
No.  of  accidents  reported  :  1 


PREVENTIOM  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


1.  Number  of  rodent  operatives  employed  :  Two  (full-time). 

2.  Action  taken  relating  to  rodent  control  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1372; 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Dwelling-houses 

Agricultural 

No.  of  properties  in  distnct 

10,874 

66 

No.  of  properties  inspected 

495 

after  notification 

6 

No.  infested  by:  (i)  rats 

282 

5 

(ii)  mice 

213 

1 

Total  No.  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  or  mice  other  than 

notification 

31 

2 

No.  infested  by  :  (i)  rats 

19 

(ii)  mice 

12 

2 

25  Contracts  for  the  control  of  rats  and  mice  by  the  Local 
Authority  have  been  signed  by  a  number  of  local  firms  during  the 
year. 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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